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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Meeting Minutes – November 5, 2018 

 
Note:  Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Commission. Review, correction, and approval of minutes generally 

occur at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Chair Wally Smith at 4:00 p.m. at 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway, Swanzey, NH. Committee Members Present: Chair Smith, Bob Goodrich, 
Roberta Visser, Linda Hunt, Miguel Picanco, Jane Johnson and Beverly Bernard.  
 
ABSENT  
None 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Ross Tsantoulis, PE with DuBois & King Inc., Mark Goodrich with DuBois & King Inc., Forest Technician Conner 
Tilton from Meadowsend Timberlands Limited, Airport Manager Jack Wozmak, Theresa DiLuzio from the Open 
Space Committee (OSC), Jeanne Thieme from the Open Space Committee, Town Administrator Michael Branley 
 
MINUTES 

o Minutes of October 1, 2018 were considered. Motion by Hunt to approve the Minutes of October 1, 2018 
correcting the spelling of Roberta Visser’s name. There was a second by Goodrich. All were in favor except 
Goodrich who abstained. Motion passed. 

 
PUBLIC INPUT 
There was none. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Invasive Species Control Plan 
Conner Tilton was present to speak about the invasive species at the open field on the Mt. Caesar property. He 
said it is best treated with an herbicide. He said he walks about with a back pack and treats only the invasive 
species. He said the work is best done between July and October, when the plant is bringing nutrients back to the 
root system. Hunt asked about the cost and Tilton said it is $100 an hour and it takes day and a half to two days or 
about $1,600 maximum. Follow up treatment is useful one year later. He said March is a good time to schedule 
him for the work. Theresa DiLuzio asked if he is using Roundup and he said he is using a kind of cocktail which is 
an aquatic version of Roundup.  
 
Tilton said he will remind the Commission to schedule him in February/March, 2019. Smith read an email from 
Steven Stepenuck regarding invasive species at the Riley property even though that property was treated in the 
past and the Commission considered whether to add the Riley property to the invasive treatment. Tilton said he 
would visit the site and give the Commission an assessment and cost for adding the Riley property to the work. 
 
Keene Airport Wetland Project 
Jack Wozmak and Ross Tsantoulis and Mark Goodrich from Dubois & King were present to discuss the 
reconstruction of one of the taxiways at the Dillant-Hopkins Airport. Tsantoulis said the new taxiway extension 
will enable airplanes to taxi to end of the runway. The extension will be impacting an existing stream which ties 
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into an existing 6’ diameter culvert which will be extended approximately 400 feet. The stream is downstream 
from the Wilson Pond Dam. Tsantoulis said they have met with New Hampshire Department of Environmental 
Services (NH DES) and impact exceeds 20,000 feet and therefore they must provide compensatory mitigation.  
Mitigation can include restoration of wetland areas and upland buffer preservation among other projects. 
Tsantoulis said the estimate of funds available is $290,000. He noted this is a Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) funded project. Schedule must be followed. May first is deadline for FAA. March is when DuBois & King with 
the City of Keene will put the grant application together. Tsantoulis said the Conservation Commission is asked to 
identify a proposed project within the next month so to keep in line with the project schedule. Preservation, 
restoration, and mediation are some of the courses of action for any proposed project. Jeanne Thieme said the 
Open Space Committee went through a mitigation process in the past. It was noted that the project has to impact 
wetlands or floodplain protection and because the ratio is 10 to 1, the Conservation Commission can recommend 
a project that would impact 5 acres of wetlands. 
 
Smith asked about existing wetlands at the north end of Wilson Pond and that might be a project worth 
considering. Bernard suggested that the Conservation Commission join with the OSC to consider the options. 
DiLuzio asked what kinds of projects would be acceptable. Tsantoulis responded that a project that preserves 
wetlands, restore wetlands, enhances them, or preserves a buffer would be acceptable. Thieme suggested 
discussion about the wetlands between Route 32 and Swanzey Lake Road as potential project. 
 
Wozmak asked Tsantoulis to discuss who decides which project is chosen. Tsantoulis said they cannot start their 
project at the airport until a check has been delivered for the mitigation project. Therefore, timeliness is 
important. DiLuzio asked what would be considered in the selection process. Tsantoulis said the larger acreage 
might be important and the timeline is important added Mark Goodrich. We can give a list of potential projects 
with a timeline for completion. Ross said Conservation Commission has to sign off on the application for the 
airport work. Sometime in December NH DES needs to have something to look at for projects. Mark Goodrich said 
we should propose a project with information about the size of the acreage, the estimated cost, and the timeline 
for the project.  
 
Thieme said the OSC meets next Tuesday on 11/13 at 3pm Whitcomb Hall and invited the Conservation 
Commission to join them at that meeting to discuss project ideas. Branley said he would try to attend. Bernard 
suggested that Jeff Littleton from Moosewood Ecological be consulted since he is preparing a Natural Resources 
Inventory (NRI) and probably has a working knowledge of local wetlands. Tsantoulis said that if Swanzey doesn’t 
have a project to use the mitigation funds, the funds will go to the Army Corps of Engineers. Tsantoulis, Mark 
Goodrich, Wozmak, and Tilton all left the meeting. 
 
Schedule 2019 Planning Meeting 
There was a discussion about planning for 2019 and whether or not the members might want to plan a meeting to 
schedule events for each month of the year.  
 

Hunt moved to have an annual planning meeting at Whitcomb Hall on the third Tuesday of January, 
January 15, 2019 at 10 am. There was a second to the motion by Picanco and no further discussion. All 
were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Bernard will reserve the date with Jenna. Hunt will make goodies to go with coffee. 
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Annual Report Review 
Smith passed out a copy of the Annual Report that was written by Bernard – approved by consensus. Bernard will 
send the report to Jenna Fraunfelder for printing. 
 
Natural Resources Inventory (NRI) 
Smith spoke about the presentation done at the Planning Board meeting. He noted that Planning Board members 
and OSC members received copies of the maps. Bachler said he would investigate putting up the maps at Town 
Hall for the public to see. 
 
Signs Posted at Dumping Site (Old Route 10) 
“No Dumping” signs were discussed. Johnson said a sign is needed at this spot where dumping has been 
occurring. Hunt said signs posted for “No Dumping” seems to encourage some people to defiantly dump where 
the sign is. There was a discussion about the difficulty in determining who is dumping trash. Johnson said Director 
of Department of Public Works Glen Smith did do a cleanup but there is still trash and tires being dumped. There 
was a discussion about preventing parking at the location to make it more difficult to dump trash. The land is 
owned by Yale Forest. Picanco suggested a camera to capture a license plate. Johnson said she would speak to the 
Police about patrolling the land. Bachler said it is common for towns to post “No Dumping” signs, which could be 
posted a little ways back from the road. Johnson said she isn’t sure who is responsible for that land, whether the 
Town of Swanzey or Yale Forest. 
 

Johnson moved to investigate what is required to post a sign at Sawyer’s Crossing Road that would state 
“No Dumping” and $100 fine first offense, $500 fine for second offense. There was a second by Hunt. All 
were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Membership Dues 2019 NACC 
There was a brief discussion about the NACC providing overview of State of New Hampshire Legislature bills 
pertinent to conservation and the function they provide lobbying for conservation projects. 
 

Hunt moved to pay the 2019 membership dues of $375, second by Goodrich, all were in favor. Motion 
passed. 

 
Honey Hill Maintenance 
Smith read Jeanne Thieme’s email regarding maintenance of Honey Hill by Victoria and Mark Ames who own the 
property.  
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Edon Tap/Canyon Springs Update 
Smith said the NH DES has denied the project application for an Alteration of Terrain (AoT) from the developer of 
Edon Tap as insufficient in meeting the project plan revisions required by DES. Appeal may be made to the Water 
Counsel within 30 days of the letter to the developer, which was dated October 25, 2018. It was noted that filing 
an appeal does not equal a granted permit. Bachler said the conditional approval by the Planning Board for the 
subdivision plan has expired.  
 
Ballou Restoration Site Visit 
Smith spoke about the site visit and passed out a list of thousands of plants, shrubs, and trees that have been 
planted on the site. 
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Moosewood Ecological Invoice 
Brief discussion was held regarding payments. 
 
REPORTS 
Expenditure Report 
Smith passed out a current spending report, and thus far $12,890.70 has been spent thus far.  
 
Cresson/Honey Hill Inspection Reports 
Smith reported that Bob McKelvey said he would be doing the inspections once the leaves are off the trees, 
probably in November.  
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Rail Trail Open House –Nov. 17th 
Smith reminded members about this event. 
 
Town-owned Forest Land 
Smith said an email from Branley provided a review of Town-owned property for timber evaluation. He provided 
three properties with recommendations from Meadowsend Timberlands Limited as to managing the properties. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There was a motion to adjourn by Picanco with a second from Johnson. All were in favor. Adjournment occurred 
at 6:06 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 


